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WE  TRY  AN  EXPERIMENT 


HARRY  LEE:  A  TRIBUTE 


With  the  October  bulletin  we  enclosed  a  one- 
page  offset  reproduction  as  an  experiment.   So  many 
liked  the  idea  that  with  this  issue  we  are  experi- 
menting still  further  with  an  entire  offset  format. 
At  wartime  prices  it  would  be  a  little  rough  on  our 
budget  for  a  steady  diet.  But  we  can  at  least  af- 
ford a  little  spree  now  and  then,  even  if  we  do 
have  to  resort  to  the  mimeograph  in  between  times. 
At  any  rate,  when  the  Houghton  Mifflin  Company  of- 
fered us  the  opportunity  of  reprinting  the  Gleason 
map  of  the  Thoreau  Country  we  thought  it  worthwhile 
to  try  an  offset  bulletin  for  once  at  least.  Do 
let  us  know  how  you  like  It,  for  if  the  demand  is 
sufficient  and  our  society  continues  to  grow  at  the 
rate  it  has  in  recent  months,  it  is  entirely  within 
the  realm  of  possibility  that  we  could  adopt  this 
format  permanently 

THE  WALDEN  CENTENNIAL 

With  the  new  year  we  usher  in  the  most  impor- 
tant Thoreau  anniversary  since  the  centennial  of 
his  birth  in  1917.   It  was  in  the  early  spring  of 
1845  that  the  young  Henry  started  out  for  Walden 
Pond  with  an  axe  over  his  shoulder  and  a  dream  in 
his  heart--a  dream  that  became  one  of  the  most  fa- 
mous experiments  in  the  annals  of  American  litera- 
ture—his two  year  adventure  in  living  at  Walden 
Pond.   We  Thoreauans  cannot  let  this  event  go  un- 
celebrated. 

The  year  will  start  off  well  with  an  address 
by  our  society's  president,  Dr.  Adams,  at  far-famed 
Cooper  Union  Forum  in  New  York  City  on  Friday  eve- 
ing,  January  Fifth  on  "Thoreau  at  Walden,  1845-47-" 
Let  us  try  to  keep  up  the  pace.   Urge  your  librari- 
an to  put  on  a  Thoreau  exhibition  sometime  during 
the  year.   Write  an  essay  for  your  favorite  news- 
paper or  magazine.   Get  a  Thoreau  talk  on  your  club 
program.   And  by  all  means  let  us  know  what  you  ac- 
complish. 

Incidentally,  our  official  society  celebration 
will  come  in  Concord  in  July  if  all  goes  well.  But 
more  about  that  in  a  later  number. 

THE  S.  S.  HENRY  D.  THOREAU 

Some  time  ago  we  mentioned  rumors  of  a  liberty 
ship  named  after  Thoreau.   With  the  help  of  the 
Maritime  Commission  we  finally  tracked  the  rumor 
down  to  the  Oregon  Shipbuilding  Corporation  in 
Portland,  Oregon  and  were  rewarded  with  this  in- 
formation: 

The  S.  S.  "Henry  D.  Thoreau,"  Hull  #197 
(was)  launched  at  the  Oregon  Shipbuilding  Cor- 
poration April  16,  1942.   The  ship  was  chris- 
tened by  Mrs.  John  0-.  Benson. 

Following  is  a  orief  nistory  of  the 
ship  from  keel  laying  to  delivery.  Military 
censorship  prohibits  release  of  any  Informa- 
tion pertaining  to  the  movements  of  the  ship 
after  it  has  been  turned  over  to  her  opera- 
tors:  Keel  laid,  2/23/42;  On  the  ways,  52 
days;  Date  launched,  4/16/42;  No.  Days 
Launching  to  Delivery,  27;  Sea  Trial  Date, 
5/10/42;  Actual  Delivery  Date,  5/13/42;  No. 
Days  Keel  Laying  to  Delivery,  79« 

We  have  seen  a  photograph  of  the  S.  3.  Henry 
D.  Thoreau  and  can  report  that  it  looks  to  be  a 
sturdy  soul  in  the  Thoreau  tradition,  but  we  must 
also  report  that  to  our  un-raaritlme  eye  it  decid- 
edly lacks  his  individualism. 

*         #         w         * 
"I  have  not  succeeded  If  I  have  an  antagonist 
who  falla.  It  must  be  humanity's  success. "  — HDT 

--Journal,  March  22,  1842 


(A  gem  in  any  library  is  the  beautiful  little 
biography  in  poetry  of  Thoreau,  MORE  DAY  TO  DAWN, 
by  Harry  Lee,  which  was  reviewed  in  our  first  bul- 
letin. Harry  Lee's  friendship  was  treasured  by  all 
of  us  privileged  to  know  him.   Sadly,  he  died  two 
years  ago  in  the  prime  of  his  life.   We  print  here 
a  brief  tribute  written  by  one  of  his  closest  per- 
sonal friends.) 

Mr.  Lee  was  born  in  Ohio  and  while  still  a 
comparatively  young  man  brought  his  family  to  the 
East  in  search  of  the  "good"  life."   It  is  charac- 
teristic of  his  affinity  for  the  New  England  school 
of  writers  that  he  visited  that  part  of  the  world 
even  before  he  settled  down  to  the  more  practical 
considerations  of  where  he  was  to  secure  a  liveli- 
hood.  Then  came  World  War  I  and  his  association 
with  the  American  Red  Cross  which  he  served  with 
distinction  both  in  France  and  our  own  country. 
During  many  of  the  dark  experiences  which  he  en- 
countered In  his  contacts  with  the  men,  particu- 
larly in  France,  WALDEN  (which  he  carried  with  him 
almost  constantly)  brought  strength  and  spiritual 
solace  both  to  those  whom  he  served  and  to  himself. 
This  was  also  true  of  the  days  when  he  assisted  the 
men  toward  a  new  and  often  sadly-altered  world  in 
the  Rehabilitation  Hospitals.   At  the  close  of  this 
characteristically  humane  chapter  Harry's  zeal  for 
serving  his  fellow  man  found  expression  in  "Bonnie 
Lodge"  a  settlement  house  which  he  opened  and  ran 
for  the  benefit  of  the  human  derelicts  roaming  the 
streets  of  New  York  City.   This  Utopian  enterprise, 
which  betrayed  the  earmarks  of  a  Thoreauvlan  spirit, 
had  to  be  eventually  abandoned  for  lack  of  physical 
resources.   But  this  spirit  continued  to  flower  in 
Harry  Lee's  genius,  both  in  written  word  and  deed, 
for  guiding  his  fellow  man  in  the  pilgrimage  toward 
"truth  and  beauty,"  to  the  very  end  of  his  earthly 
days.  — Charles  A.  Kelly 

GLEASON1 S  MAP  OF  CONCORD 

Ever  since  the  first  publishing  venture  of  the 
Thoreau  Society  there  has  been  a  steadily  increas- 
ing demand  for  a  good  map  of  the  Thoreau  country. 
We  are  happy  at  last  to  be  able  to  fulfill  those 
requests.  Houghton  Mifflin  Company  of  Boston  and 
New  York  have  graciously  given  us  copyright  permis- 
sion to  reprint  Herbert  W.  Gleason' s  "Map  of  Con- 
cord, Mass.  Showing  Localities  mentioned  by  Thoreau 
in  his  journals,"  first  printed  in  the  final  vol- 
ume of  Thoreau' s  Journals  published  by  Houghton 
Mifflin  in  1906. 

Mr.  Gleason  spent  years  in  the  study  of  Tho- 
reau 's  Journals  and  the  Concord  locale  before  mak- 
ing this  map.  He  includes  a  long  note  on  the 
sources  of  his  material  on  Page  347  of  the  final 
volume  of  the  Journals.   We  quote  from  it,  in  part: 
The  course  of  the  Concord  River  is 
drawn  from  an  elaborate  manuscript  plan  of 
Thoreau' s.  .  .  The  outlines  of  Walden  and 
White  Ponds  have  also  been  taken  from  Tho- 
reau' s  original  surveys.  .  . 

All  names  of  places  are  those  used  by 
Thoreau,  no  attention  being  given  to  other 
names  perhaps  more  current  either  in  his  own 
time  or  at  present.  Only  such  names  of  resi- 
dents are  given  as  are  mentioned  in  the  Jour- 
nal. .  . 

A  few  old  wood  roads,  pasture  lanes, 
etc.  (Thoreau1 s  preferred  highways),  are  In- 
dicated, as  to  their  general  direction,  by 
dotted  lines. 

So  carefully  did  Mr.  Gleason  perform  his  work 
that  now  in  reprinting  it  nearly  forty  years  later 
we  find  no  additions  or  corrections  to  make. 
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DO  YOU  WANT  A  SET  OF  THOREAU'S  JOURNALS?      Adams,  Raymond.   THOREAU  NEWSLETTER.   October,  1944 

Chapel  Hill.   2pp.   Another  of  these  delightful 
"I  remember  well  that  when  I  endeavoured  to      concoctions  of  Thoreauana,  the  first  In  over  two 
enlist  Judge  Hoar,  the  leading  citizen  of  Concord,    years.   Contains  a  Thoreau  ghost  story. 
In  an  effort  to  persuade  Miss  Thoreau  to  allow  her  Allen,  'Francis  H.  Letter  to  the  editor.   AUDUBON 
brother's  Journals  to  be  printed,  he  heard  me        MAGAZINE,  XLVI  (Sept.  1944),  319-20.   a  crlti- 
partly  through,  and  then  quickly  said,  'But  you       cism  of  the  "purported"  portrait  of  Thoreau  pub- 
have  left  unsettled  the  preliminary  question,  Why     lished  in  the  July  issue. 

should  any  one  care  to  have  Thoreau* s  Journals  put  Anon.   "In  Sympathy  with  Fishes."  NEW  YORK  HERALD 
in  print?"'  --Thomas  Wentworth  Higglnson    TRIBUNE.   August  12,  1944.   An  editorial. 

--Cheerful  Yesterdays  Anon.   "Theosophlst  Unaware."  THEOSOPHY,  XXXII 
It  seema  hard  to  believe  now  that  anyone  ever    (Kay,  June,  1944),  290-5,  330-4.  A  study  of 
questioned  the  advisibllity  of  putting  Thoreau'a      Thoreau' s  philosophy  In  the  light  of  Theosophlst 
Journals  into  print.   Yet  It  was  more  than  forty      doctrines. 

years  after  his  death  before  they  were  published   Ballou,  Adln.   "Before  the  Trumpets."  NEW  YORK 
in  a  state  at  all  approaching  entirety.  Houghton     HERALD  TRIBUNE.  Nov.  23,  1944.   Another  of  the 
Hifflln  Company  brought  them  forth  in  1906  as        "After  Reading  Thoreau1 s  Journals"  sonnets. 
fourteen  of  the  twenty-volume  Walden  and  Manu-     Beers,  Henry,   "a  Pilgrim  In  Concord."  in  THE  YALE 
script  Editions  of  his  works.   Their  venture  was     REVIEW  ANTHOLOGY.  New  Haven:  Yale  University 
•oon  Justified  for  both  editions  were  immediately     Press.  1Q42,  pp.  40-54. 

over- subscribed.  They  have  now  both  been  long  out  (Briggs,  Eugene;.   "Manuscript  of  Thoreau' s  Journal 
of  print  and  are  virtually  unobtainable.   Yet  the     on  Exhibit  at  Huntington  Library."  SAN  MARINO 
demand  for  them  is  great.  Trying  to  find  a  solu-     (Cal.)  TRIBUNE.  July  13,  1944.   An  Illustrated 
tlon  to  the  situation,  we  wrote  to  Houghton  Miff-     news  article.   Also  an  editorial,  "The  Huntlng- 
lln  Company  and  they  replied,  in  part:  ton  Library  and  Henry  Thoreau." 

Yes,  we  have  seriously  considered  re-     Canby ,  Henry  s.   "Back  to  Nature."  THE  YALE  REVIEW 
printing  Thoreau' s  Complete  Journals  .  .  .        ANTHOLOGY.   (See  above:  Beers).  Pp.  116-127. 
but  nothing  can  be  done  until  after  the  war    Eaton,  Walter  Prichard.   "Thoreau  Walks  Again." 
on  account  of  the  shortage  of  paper.  BERKSHIRE  COUNTY  EAGLE.  July  19,  1944.   An  es- 

I  am  Just  wondering  If  there  is  any  say  on  the  Thoreau  Society  meeting  In  Concord. 

way  for  you  to  sound  out  as  to  how  many  mem-    Foster,  Charles  Howell.  Review  of  Bode's  COLLECT- 
bers  of  your  Society  will  subscribe  to  the        ED  POEMS  OF  HENRY  THOREAU.   PHILOLOGICAL  QUAR- 
Journals,  if  we  were  to  reprint  them?  .  .  .       TERLY,  XXIII  (Jan.  1944),  92-4. 
It  would  be  interesting  to  see  Just  what       Hill,  Edwin  B.  (Editor).   IN  MEMORY  OF  HENRY  D. 
interest  might  be  aroused  to  encourage  us  to      THOREAU.   Ysleta,  Texas:  Hill,  1944.   A  bro- 
reprint.  Roughly  I  would  say  we  could  plan       chure  reprinting  six  poems  about  Thoreau. 
the  Complete  Journals,  14  volumes  In  7  at      Hughes,  R.   "Remembering  Eric  Gill."  AMERICA, LXXI 
about  $35-  although  this  Is  a  guess.   In  (Sept.  9,  1944),  556-7.   A  note  on  the  English 

its  present  form  the  Journals  Is  in  14  vol-       mystic,  and  Thoreau. 

umes  of  about  500  pages  each.  By  printing     Humble,  Henry  Wilbur.   "To  Thoreau  In  1936."  in 
on  thin  paper  and  binding  two  volumes  In  one      LINES  ON  LITERATI  AND  OTHER  POEMS.   New  York: 
we  might  make  a  7  volume  set  If  this  seems        Poetry  Publications,  1936,  p. 32.   A  poem. 
desirable.  Locke,  Walter..  "Trends  of  the  Times."  ATLANTA 

We  think  there  is  sufficient  demand  to  Justi-    JOURNAL.   August  31,  1944.  An  editorial  wonder- 
fy  reprinting  the  Journals.   If  you  or  any  of  your    lng  how  Thoreau  would  fare  in  certain  foreign 
friends  or  your  librarians  are  interested,  will      countries  were  he  alive  today. 

you  please  let  us  know  so  that  we  may  pass  the    Stewart,  Randall.   "The  Hawthornes  at  Wayside,  i860 
word  along  to  Houghton  Mifflin?  Remember,  these     -1864."  MORE  BOOKS  ( Bulletin  of  the  Boston  Pub- 
are  neither  orders  nor  commitments  to  buy.   They     lie  Library;,  XIX  (Sept.  1944),  263-279.   Con-» 
are  merely  to  encourage  the  publishers  to  bring      tains  an  estimate  of  Thoreau  written  by  Mrs. 
forth  a  new  edition.  Hawthorne  at  the  time  of  his  death-   Also  an  ex- 

A  THOREAU  MISCELLANY  cellent  picture  of  Concord  life  at  the  time. 

Stovall,  Floyd.   AMERICAN  IDEALISM.   Norman:  Univ. 
Brown  University  has  been  saluting  Thoreau  In  prop-   0f  okla.  Press,  1943,  pp.  73-8.  A  study  of 
er  style.  For  the  month  of  November  the  library      Thoreau' s  idealism. 

featured  an  exhibition  of  Thoreauana  from  the  great Thoreau,  Henry  David.   "The  Pond."  in  THE  BOOK  OF 
collection  of  Mr.  Albert  Lownes.   And  on  the  13th     NATURALISTS   (William  Beebe,  Editor).  New  York: 
of  that  month,  Prof.  Randall  Stewart  lectured  to      Knopf,  1944,  pp.  73-84.  Reprinting  a  chapter 
the  Friends  of  the  Library  on  Thoreau.  .  .  The        from  WALDEN. 

Bull's  Head  Bookshop  In  Chapel  Hill,  N.C-  conduct-  Thoreau,  Henry  David.   "Truth  Alone  Wears  Well." 
ed  a  series  of  literary  teas  this  fall  with  Dr.       U.S.A.   Vol.  I,  No.  11,  pp.  58-63.   A  reprint- 
Adams  reading  from  Lee's  MORE  DAY  TO  DAWN.  .  -The     ing  of  part  of  the  final  chapter  of  WALDEN  In 
Morgan  Library  celebrated  the  return  of  its  pre-      this  OWI  magazine  for  distribution  abroad  only. 
clous  manuscripts  from  wartime  hiding  with  an  ex-     Copies  are  not  available  in  this  country.   This 
hibltlon  devoted  to  American  authors.   Included       Is  also  published  In  French,  Spanish,  Portu- 
were  some  of  the  manuscripts  of  Thoreau' s  Journals    guese,  Italian,  Greek,  Russian  and  Norwegian. 
and  letters.  .  .  Delos  Avery,  in  his  column  "Book-    a  long  introduction  is  a  fine  brief  study  of 
man's  Holiday,"  (CHICAGO  SUNDAY  TRIBUNE,  Oct.  22,     Thoreau* s  significance. 

1944)  pronounces  WALDEN  a  good  book  to  read  at  bed-Todd,  Edgeley  W.   "Philosophical  Ideas  at  Harvard 
time.   But  Just  like  us,  he  couldn't  put  It  down      College,  1817-1837."  NEW  ENGLAND  QUARTERLY,  XVI 
and  read  it  through  till  dawn.  (March,  1943),  63-90.   A  study  of  the  Influence 

ADDITIONS  TO  THE  THOREAU  BIBLIOGRAPHY  of  Harvard  philosophy  courses  upon  Emerson  and 

Thoreau.   (Reprints  of  this  may  be  obtained  from 
Adams,  Agatha  Boyd.   "In  the  Abutment  of  a  Rainbow?    NEQ  for  25^). 

in  NATURE  WRITERS  IN  THE  UNITED  STATES-   Chapel  Tyler,  Alice  Felt.   FREEDOM'S  FERMENT.   Minneapolis 
Hill,  N.C.:  Univ.  of  N-C  Press,  1944,  pp.  13-     Univ.  6f  Minn.  Press,  1944,  pp.  59-61.   A  study 
14.   A  reading  guide  to  WALDEN  and  Canby' s  THO-     of  Thoreau  as  one  of  the  social  phenomena  of  his 
REATJ  in  the  STUDY  OUTLINES:  LIBRARY  EXTENSION       day. 

PUBLICATIONS,  X  (April,  1944).  Von  Brandt,  Ralph  Van  Kirk.   HENRY  D.  THOREAU:  COR- 

Adams,  George  Matthew.  "Today's  Talk."  BELOIT  RESPONDENCE.  Trenton,  N .  J .  :  Published  by  the 
(Wis.)  DAILY  NEWS.  A  newspaper  column  with  fre-  author,  (1944?),  8pp.  A  series  of  free-verse 
quent  mentions  of  Thoreau:  June  21  and  August  9,  letters  to  Thoreau  In  heaven  and  his  Imagined 
1944.  Probably  syndicated  elsewhere.  replies. 

Tne  Thoreau  Society  is  devoted  to  the  furthering  or  public  interest  In  the  life 
and  writings  of  Henry  David  Thoreau.  Officers  of  the  society  are  Dr.  Raymond 
Adams,  Chapel  Hill,  N.C.,  president;  Mrs.  Caleb-  Wheeler,  Thoreau  Farm,  Concord, 
Man.,  vice-president;  Walter  Harding,  670  West  165,  New  York  City  32,  secre- 
tary-treasurer. 


